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example of the assassin. They knew of no other way to meet
the danger than that which had long been tried in vain.
The Com- They accordingly petitioned the King to put in
tion agSnst ex^cution the laws against recusants. In this they
recusants. were joined by the Upper House. James thanked
them, and promised to comply with their wishes. An Act was
also passed, ordering that all English subjects without exception
should take the oath of allegiance, and for the first time imposing
a penalty upon married women who were recusants. If they
refused to take the Sacrament in the Church of England .they
were to be imprisoned, unless their husbands were willing to
pay io/. a month for their liberty.

The House was proceeding to debate the contract, when they
were again interrupted to witness a ceremony which must have
_ . , come like a burst of sunshine in the midst of these

Creation of

the Prince of unsatisfactory'disputations. On June 4, in the pre-
sence of both Houses, Prince Henry was solemnly
created Prince of Wales. He was now in his eighteenth year,
and he had already won the heart of the whole nation. In
his bright young face old men saw a prospect of a return to the
Elizabethan glories of their youth. His mind was open to all
noble influences, and, if he had lived, he would have been
able to rule England, because he would have sympathised, as
his father never did, with all that was good and great in the
English character. No doubt there was much which was
wanting to make him a perfect ruler. Prudence and circum-
spection are not the qualities which manifest themselves in
boyhood ; but these would have come in time. His thoughts,
even in his childhood, had been filled with images which
presaged a stirring life. There was nothing prematurely old
about him, as there had been in his father's earlier years.
When he first carne to England, he talked of imitating the
Plantagenets when he should be a man, and of leading armies
to the conquest of France. These dreams passed away, and
he threw himself heart and soul into the tales of maritime
adventure which were so rife in England. In everything that
concerned ships and ship-building he took a peculiar interest
Nothing, however, marks the soundness of his character more